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Greenwashing,1) when a company tries to portray itself as more environmentally
minded than it actually is, has intensified in recent decades as consumers have
warmed2) to sustainable and organic products and services. Brands, trying to
capitalize3) on that trend, often try to outdo4) one another with eco-credentials.5)
But in the rush to be seen as green, companies often exaggerate claims, or
simply make things up. Kimberly—Clark, the maker of Huggies disposable
diapers,6) introduced a “pure and natural” line, billed as a “superpremium diaper
that includes natural, organic materials and ingredients to provide gentle protection

for new babies, as well as initial steps toward environmental improvements, without
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sacrificing performance.7)” This year, Huggies customers filed a class action
against Kimberly=Clark, claiming they had been misled. The diapers included
nonorganic materials. “The diapers are neither pure nor natural because they
contain unnatural and potentially harmful ingredients such as polypropylene8) and
sodium polyacrylate,9)” the lawsuit reads. The company would not comment on
ongoing litigation.

1) greenwashing: 2td ME& 2) warm: €e|E wct, EAsict 3) capitalize: 7|12 &
tstCh

4) outdo: S7tstCh 5) eco-credential: THEESAM(ZHEl "HO|LL J7|=E) 6)
disposable diapers: &3[& 7|X 4

H

]

7) sacrificing performance: As(7ls) X3st 8) polypropylene: Zz|ZZZZ Q)
soduim polyacrylate: Z2|ol3EAMIEE
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Greenwashing,1) when a company tries to portray itself as more
environmentally minded than it actually is, has intensified in recent decades
as consumers have warmed2) to sustainable and organic products and
services. Brands, trying to capitalize3) on that trend, often try to outdo4)
one another with eco-credentials.5) But in the rush to be seen as green,
companies often exaggerate claims, or simply make things up.
Kimberly—Clark, the maker of Huggies disposable diapers,6) introduced a
“pure and natural” line, billed as a “superpremium diaper that includes
natural, organic materials and ingredients to provide gentle protection for
new babies, as well as initial steps toward environmental improvements,
without sacrificing performance.7)” This year, Huggies customers filed a
class action against Kimberly—Clark, claiming they had been misled. The
diapers included nonorganic materials. “The diapers are neither pure nor
natural because they contain unnatural and potentially harmful ingredients
such as polypropylene8) and sodium polyacrylate,9)” the lawsuit reads. The
company would not comment on ongoing litigation.

1) greenwashing: & ME 2) warm: ¥€2o|& wct, F&sIch 3) capitalize: 7|
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4) outdo: S7FstCE 5) eco—credential: BHAE S A (ZletA Xl HEO|LL 7| 5)
6) disposable diapers: 23| 7|X 7

7) sacrificing performance: 8&(7|S) X35t 8) polypropylene: Zz| == 2
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The British withdrawal from the European Union, Brexit, became a reality on June
24th, 2016. The result of the United Kingdom European Union membership
referendum= was that the United Kingdom had voted to leave the European Union
by 52% to 48%. The British referendum was a disaster because it failed to achieve
just about every single overarching* goal. Rather than provide clarification, the vote
has instead caused confusion. Indeed, not even the exit from Brexit can be ruled
out. Futhermore, far from pacifying the country, the referendum has created new
rifts: between old and young, London and the provinces, the English and the
Scottish. In the end, further referenda may follow, with the result that once
powerful United Kingdom could be transformed into a loose alliance of
marginalized mini—states. Still, as disastrous as the result has been, the British
vote does not prove that there is no place in modern democracy for plebiscites.*
Referenda can make sense if they are for local initiatives or on issues in which a
sufficient number of voters have become engaged prior to the vote. But those who
believe that referenda can somehow repair or even replace representative
democracy are making a big mistake. Sometimes referenda make everything
worse. In Britain, the Brexit vote has laid the groundwork for a conflict between
direct and indirect democracy because parliament, the majority of which is
pro—EUx, could refuse to implement the will of the people. The idea of
referendums is also often abused elsewhere in Europe as well. Take Hungary, for
example, where Prime Minister Viktor Orban soon wants to allow his people to vote
in a referendum aimed at rejecting an EU Commission plan to resettle refugees
across EU member states.

The lessons from the British referendum disaster are clear: It's not more direct
democracy that the EU needs. Rather, it is finally time to implement the
long—discussed reforms of European institutions in Brussels. The next British
government must strictly implement the referendum result if it doesn't want to
transform the principle of democracy into a joke. At the same time, defenders of




direct democracy should also understand that the instrument they champion is a
limited one. It is then vital that those elected representatives are subject to
effective checks and balances. As Thomas Jefferson, one of the founding fathers
of the United States, once said: “When the people fear the government, there is
tyranny*. When governments fear the people, there is liberty."

xreferendum: =% F X =xoverarching: FAECt HFLEH =*plebiscites: =2 Fx&
*pro—EU: EU RMEX} +tyranny: dAME X, X
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The British withdrawal from the European Union, Brexit, became a reality on
June 24th, 2016. The result of the United Kingdom European Union
membership referendum=* was that the United Kingdom had voted to leave
the European Union by 52% to 48%. The British referendum was a disaster
because it failed to achieve just about every single overarching* goal.
Rather than provide clarification, the vote has instead caused confusion.
Indeed, not even the exit from Brexit can be ruled out. Futhermore, far
from pacifying the country, the referendum has created new rifts: between
old and young, London and the provinces, the English and the Scottish. In
the end, further referenda may follow, with the result that once powerful
United Kingdom could be transformed into a loose alliance of marginalized
mini—states. Still, as disastrous as the result has been, the British vote does
not prove that there is no place in modern democracy for plebiscites.*
Referenda can make sense if they are for local initiatives or on issues in
which a sufficient number of voters have become engaged prior to the
vote. But those who believe that referenda can somehow repair or even
replace representative democracy are making a big mistake. Sometimes
referenda make everything worse. In Britain, the Brexit vote has laid the
groundwork for a conflict between direct and indirect democracy because
parliament, the majority of which is pro—EU=, could refuse to implement the
will of the people. The idea of referendums is also often abused elsewhere
in Europe as well. Take Hungary, for example, where Prime Minister Viktor
Orban soon wants to allow his people to vote in a referendum aimed at
rejecting an EU Commission plan to resettle refugees across EU member
states.

The lessons from the British referendum disaster are clear: It's not more
direct democracy that the EU needs. Rather, it is finally time to implement
the long—discussed reforms of European institutions in Brussels. The next
British government must strictly implement the referendum result if it doesn't
want to transform the principle of democracy into a joke. At the same
time, defenders of direct democracy should also understand that the
instrument they champion is a limited one. It is then vital that those elected
representatives are subject to effective checks and balances. As Thomas
Jefferson, one of the founding fathers of the United States, once said:
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“When the people fear the government, there is tyranny*. When

governments fear the people, there is liberty."
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