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Humans generally act to avoid episodes of treacherous personal trouble,

and many of today's “hostile forces of nature” that would have put ou

ancestors in jeopardy haveaco my~nerer been harnessed or controlled. gu=
s
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We have laws to deter ro
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ery, assault, and murder.
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We have police to perform many of the functions previously performed
by one’s friends. <aoins ol 87s0) ofs 2u=i9e 7155 5 B2 USS +ue AMO| ULt

We have medical knowledge that has eliminated or reduced many
sources of disease and illness.

P2l 2Ea ofF0| B2 2RSS MASAL oAl oSty XM HX|D ATk

BT =2

We live in an environment that is in many ways safer and more stablea
» than that inhabited by our ancestors.
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(Paradoxicallyc:», therefore, we suffer from a relative scarcity of critical
events that would allow us to accurately assess those who are deeply
engaged in our welfare and discriminate them from our fair-weather
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It is possible that the loneliness and sense of alienation that many feel
in modern living — a lacka: of a feeling of deep social connectedness
despite the presence of many warm and friendly interactions — might
stem from the lackaw of critical assessment events (e.g., times of
trouble) that tell us who is deeply engaged in our welfare. siciel sl e
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