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I have seen people who are very good at their jobs but are poor at presenting themselves and,
hence, do not convince the audience of their capabilities. Presentation is so crucially important
and will make the difference between getting a sale or not. Some people are naturally good
presenters, but brushing up on your skills in this area will prove profitable. There are lots of
courses available that are good. Try Think Business where courses are cheap or even free.
The ABC Marketing Institute also offers very good presentation skills courses. A good course
will help you sfructure your presentations and improve your own personal style. | would

recommend one that films you while you are presenting and then gives a critique of your style.
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The best-known female artist of the sixteenth century, Sofonisba Anguissola, was born info a
noble Italian family. Her mother died young, leaving her wealthy husband with five talented
daughters. Unusual of the time, this liberal father gave his daughters a full classical education
including painfing. It was this enlightened aftitude that enabled Anguissola to earn her own
living as a portrait painter in the Spanish court and helped her fo rise above the restrictions of
her class and gender. In Three Sisters Playing Chess, Anguissola broke with fradition by
concentrafing on those scenes and models available fo her, painting her sisters in a domestic
setfing. This gave the portrait an immediacy, which allowed the contemporary [talian art
historian Vasari fo affribute to her the development of the conversational portrait, as opposed

to the formal frontal or profile portrait.
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And also in a moment his heart responded thrillingly to this novel mood. An instantaneous and
strong impulse moved him to battle with his desperate fate. He would pull himself out of
despair; he would make a man of himself againi he would conquer the evil that had faken
possession of him. There was time; he was comparatively young yet: he would revive his old
eager ambitions and pursue them without faltering. Those solemn but sweet organ notes had
set up a revolution in him. Tomorrow he would go info the roaring downfown district and find
work. A fur importer had once offered him a place as driver. He would find him tomorrow and

ask for the position. He would be somebody in the world.

@® amused

@ determined
® indifferent

@ symparthetic
® disappointed
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Every writer is starfing from a different point and is bound for a different destination. Yet many
writers are paralyzed by the thought that they are competfing with everybody else who is
frying to write and presumably doing it befter. This can often happen in a writing class.
Inexperienced students are chilled to find themselves in the same class with students whose
arficles have appeared in the college newspaper. But writing for the college paper is no great
credit; I have often found that the hares who write for the paper are overtaken by the tortoises
who move studiously toward the goal of mastering the craff. The same fear hangs around
freelance writers, who see the work of other writers appearing in magazines while their own

keeps refurning in the mail. Forget the competition and go at your own pace.
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One of the most potentially productive frends in education today is the focus on interdisciplinary
studies: feaching math as it applies to science, for example, or relating the various humanities.
This applies fo art education, foo. If we ftrivialize art and remove it from the core of a
mainstream education, we not only deny our students full access to one of humankind’'s most
profound experiences, but we miss countless opportunities to improve their grasp of other
subjects as well. Moreover, we deny studentfs access fo an exfremely useful kind of training
and a productive mode of thought. We should also consider that the more legitimately we
weave art into the fabric of the general curriculum, the betfter our students will understand the

important role art plays in culture.

@ importance of early fine art education

@ necessity of infegrating art in the curriculum

® shortage of teaching materials in art education
@ causes of decrease in the number of art classes

® results of inferdisciplinary education in the humanities
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Our love for another person pulls us out of ourselves and liffs our thoughts fo a grander scale:
How can | make the world better for this person”? When | was young, the only lovel experienced
was the immature, selfish love of ‘| love her because she makes me feel good.” Now | think
about the woman | love in terms of what she wants. | want fo make her happy because |
cannot be happy when she is unhappy. We discover that the act of giving true love is more
powerful than gefting the hug you need - if we can get over our own hunger for love, then we
have reached the state of pure love, of being connected to a larger ideal, bigger than our own

individual life.
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One of the common mistakes that employers make is looking at a team of employees as a
homogeneous group that rises and falls together. Offering incentives, such as a group bonus
or a vacation trip, fo a team as a whole is not a smart managerial move because it fails fo
acknowledge who an individual is. For example, sending an entire team to Hawaii for a job well
done actually discourages an employee’s efforts to do his best work. He only needs to perform
well enough to help achieve the feam objective. If, on the other hand, the employee knew that
individual rewards were possible, he would be more likely to strive to outperform expectations.
While tfeamwork is important within a corporation, management should come up with new

compensation packages to help individuals to become champions.
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Known as the Golden City, Jaisalmer, a former caravan cenfer on the route to the Khyber
Pass, rises from a sea of sand, its 30-foot-high walls and medieval sandsfone fort sheltering
palaces that soar into the sapphire sky. With its finy winding lanes and hidden temples,
Jaisalmer is straight out of The Arabian Nights. So litfle has the way of life altered here that it is
easy fo imagine yourself back in the 13th century. It is the only fortress city in India still
functioning, with one quarter of its population living within the walls. It is just far enough off the
beaten path fo have been spared damage from fourists. The city’s wealth originally came from

the substantial folls it placed on passing merchants.
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The traditional American view was that fences were out of place in the American landscape.
This notion turned up @ repeatedly in nineteenth-century American writing about the
landscape. One author affer another severely @ criticized “the Englishman’s insultingly
inhospitable brick wall fopped with broken bottles.” Frank J. Scotft, an early landscape architect
who had a large impact on the look of America’s first suburbs, worked firelessly to ® rid the
landscape of fences. Writing in 1870, he held that fo narrow our neighbors’ views of the free
graces of Nature was @ unselfish and undemocratic. To drive through virtually any American
suburb today, where every lawn steps right up fo the street in a gesture of ® openness and

welcoming, is fo see how completely such views have triumphed.
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Science, of course, is an indispensable source of information for the contfemporary writer. It is,
furthermore, a necessary part of his highly fechnological environment. Thus it is also an
inevitable component of his sensibility and a decisive, even if often unrecognized, component of
his creafive imagination. But science is not in itself an elemental well-spring of literature. Even
the most refined and precise research data are only raw materials which may or may not
become literature. For whatever becomes a work of art of any kind does so as a result of an
act of creation, an act of artistic composition, an act involving the art of make-believe. Scientific
statements or remarks as such, even when they are valid, reliable, and comprehensive, are not

literature.
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